escaped even the notice of most ecumenical professionals, the existence of the dialogue is an ecumenical miracle. That the two largest Christian constituencies are ready to enter in mutual talks about some crucial theological and pastoral issues carries an enormous ecumenical potential. Furthermore, the willingness of these two churches, both of which are outside of the official ecumenical apparatus, to dialogue over an extensive period of time means an expansion of a traditional ecumenical picture.
The nature and existence of this most unexpected dialogue, as will become evident during the course of our discussion, also points to the future developments of ecumenism such as the need to reformulate traditional dialogue patterns, the redefming of the vision for Christian unity (other than that of visible unity), and related issues.
The significance of the dialogue is enhanced by the fact that even if official ecumenism has not yet paid much attention to it, several academic I will first briefly look at the emergence of ecumenical consciousness among Pentecostals. Following is an account of the mechanics of the beginning of the Roman Catholic-Pentecostal dialogue, its special character, and its main topics over the years. Then I will discuss the defining issues of the dialogue. I will close with final reflections as to the challenges and ecumenical implications arising out of the dialogue.
The Pentecostal Struggle for Christian Unity
There was roughly a sixty-year period between the formation of the first Pentecostal bodies and the beginning of official dialogue between Roman Catholics and Pentecostals. It is obvious that something significant had to take place after the beginnings of the Pentecostal movement and within the Roman Catholic Church before there could even be a suggestion of some kind of discussion together. 3 3
In a very general way, the emergence and development of a Pentecostal ecumenical perspective could be summarized in three major stages:4 1) The initial ecumenical emphasis of the new movement; 2) The development of an exclusive attitude toward other churches, because of their hostility towards
